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Staff News
Meet Melissa Tharpe

When you call us for adoption or foster care in-
formation or training, you probably will talk to our 
newest staff member, Melissa Tharpe. Melissa is 
our Family Recuitment Specialist through the Ru-
ral Targeted Community Outreach grant. She will 
help prospective adoptive and foster parents get 
all the information they need about the agency 
and the children we serve.

Melissa is a 2001 graduate of Canfi eld High 
School and a 2005 graduate of Ohio University, 
with a BA in journalism. 

In her spare time, Melissa is active with children, 
including coaching cheerleading. She also enjoys 
spending time with her parents, younger sister 
and spoiling her goddaughter. 

On her experience as a NOAS employee, Melis-
sa had this thought. “Working at NOAS has been 
an eye opening experience. It’s refreshing know-
ing that the work that I do is helping children fi nd 
a permanent home.”

This phenomenal group hopes to be reunited soon through 
adoption.  They live in the same suburban community right now, 
the three boys with one foster family and the two girls with two 
others.  Jessie and Jessica attend the same vocational school and 
see each other there, but not as often as they would like.  They 
sincerely hope to live together as brothers and sisters again.

Jessie, the oldest brother, is a high school junior in a nursing 
vocational program.  His goal is to become a pediatric nurse.  He 
has a part-time job, loves track and all sports, and is very mature 
for his age.  He is very organized and mentors his siblings all he 
can, but he needs permanent parents, too.

Jessica, the oldest sister, is also a high school junior. Currently 
she is enrolled in a secretarial type course, but hopes to pursue 
a career in cosmetology in the future.  She loves to shoot hoops, 
dancing, movies, and going roller skating with friends.  She laughs 
and says, “Everybody likes me!”

Travis, a freshman, has an Achilles tendon injury but still has big 
sports ambitions—becoming an NFL or NBA player.  He has a real 
fl air for sports and for the dramatic with his sharp sense of offbeat 
humor. He has a big heart for his siblings, friends, and to fi ght 
world hunger.

Willie, an eighth grader, excels at basketball, as well as won 
a MVP award in football.  Willie is on the quiet side and likes 
studying galaxies in science class.  He might like to be a 
policeman or security guard someday.   He likes bowling, King’s 
Island, swimming, and the movies.  He has lots of friends to joke 
with, but misses his sisters.

Jasmine is a seventh grader who enjoys music—R and B and 
Hip Hop.  She likes to dance, roller skate, shoot hoops, and go to 
the mall or movies.  She loves to travel, but also likes relaxing at 
home.  She has friends, but really misses her siblings. 

Jasmine imagines what is might be like if they all lived together 
again.  She says that family ties are “real important.”  She thinks it 
would really be fun all together but that “It might get crazy!”  Jessie 
adds, “I’d see them all, every day, and know that everybody is 
OK.”  

Are you ready for a big, active family?
   
Find out more now about reuniting Jessie, Jessica, Travis, Willie, 
and Jasmine through adoption.   Contact Drew Jones at 1-800-
686-6627. ext. 132.

Thanks for another successful 

ANGEL TREE 
Thanks for making a child’s 
Christmas wish come true!

The Fab Five



If you only see one TV special this
holiday season, make it this one.

A Home for the Holidays
Celebrating families who adopt

and the children in foster care who still wait.

December 21, 2007
8:00 – 9:00 p.m. EST/PST
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. MST/CST

www.DaveThomasFoundationForAdoption.org • 1-800-ASK-DTFA (1-800-275-3832)



Holiday Craft Fun
Unleash your inner designer!

Stained-Glass Christmas Ornaments
Copyright 2000 by Michelle Jones

Last year, the prettiest handmade orna-
ment the kids brought home from school 
was this one, it’s just so beautiful and one 
of my all time favorites! After a little 
research on my own, I fi nally fi gured out 
how they did it!

1. First the students cut a piece of stiff 
paper, like a manila folder, into the shape of an ornament. One 
popular shape would be like a round ball with a squared edge at 
the top and a point down at the bottom. You could make this any 
size you wish, but the ornament my daughter made was about 6” 
tall and 4” wide.

2. Next, they drizzled lines of glue along the ornament to create 
sections, like the black part of stained glass ornaments. After the 
glue dried completely, they were ready for the next step. I’m sure 
they let them sit overnight.

3. Then they covered the cardboard ornaments with foil, shiny 
side up, making sure to cover both the front and back. You could 
decorate both sides of the ornament as well, but even just doing 
one side is very pretty.

4. After the ornaments were covered with foil, they took different 
colored markers and ‘painted’ the sections of the ‘stained glass!’ 
The glue underneath the foil, acts as a barrier from one color to 
another. Each child’s ornament came out different, but they all 
were beautiful!

5. Finally, just pierce a small hole through the top of the ornament 
and run a piece of red yarn or ribbon through it to make a loop 
for hanging on the tree.

This is especially a great idea for anyone in need of some new 
‘free’ ornaments, but even greater that the entire family can par-
ticipate. Family fun on a budget! Get those supplies out and be 
creative, get everyone involved! These could make great presents 
for grandparents too, original artwork from their own grandchil-
dren. You could even attach a larger piece of yarn through the 
top and they could be used as doorknob decorations! 

Never-Melt Snowman

Brrrr! It’s time for building snowmen! Too cold to go outside, or no snow on 
the ground? No problem! Make this cute textured snowman to decorate 
your home.

What you’ll need:
3 – 3” Styrofoam balls 
Hot glue gun 
Piece of thick cardboard for base 
Snowtex paint (see Helpful Hints, below) 
Child sized mismatched sock or mitten 
Two glitter pom poms 
5” piece of ribbon 
10” strip of felt for scarf 
2 tiny black pom poms 
Orange toothpick 
Three buttons 
2 sturdy twigs 
Kitchen knife 

How to make it:
Cut one end of one of the Styrofoam balls off fl at with a kitchen knife, 
just enough so that it will rest fl at on the work surface and won’t roll 
away. This will be the head of your snowman. 
Cut both ends of the other two Styrofoam balls, making fl at ends on both. 
These will be the center and bottom of your snowman. 
Cut the cardboard into a square big enough to serve as a base for your 
snowman. 
Take one of the Styrofoam balls that have both ends cut fl at and hot glue 
it to the cardboard square. 
Take the second Styrofoam ball with two fl at ends; hot glue it on top of 
the bottom Styrofoam ball. 
Take the last Styrofoam ball and hot glue the fl at side on top of the 
center ball. 
Paint entire snowman and base generously with Snotex paint. 
Before the Snotex dries, press the buttons onto the body and the tiny pom 
poms on for the eyes (no glue necessary). 
Break or cut the orange toothpick in half and insert into the face, pointed 
side out. 
Insert stick arms on each side of the body. 
Let Snotex dry completely. 
Once it is dry, tie the felt scarf over the snowman’s neck, and fringe the 
ends with scissors if you like. 
Cut foot end off sock or hand/fi ngers off mitten so that all you have is 
cuff and maybe some extra material. Roll the cuff up once or twice, and 
then place on snowman’s head. Take in place with hot glue. 
Use ribbon to tie the top of the hat closed. Trim excess ribbon. 
Decorate top of hat with glitter pom poms. 

For More Ideas:
Kaboose: http://www.kaboose.com

Enchanted Learning: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/christmas/
All Things Christmas: http://www.allthingschristmas.com/crafts.html

Crafttown: http://www.craftown.com/xmas.htm



News Flash!!
New Dates, Times and Places for Support Group, beginning in January 2008.

Columbiana County
Group will now meet at the Salem Public Library on the fourth Thursday from 

6-7:30pm. The fi rst meeting will be Thursday, January 24, 2008

Portage County
Group will now meet at the Reed Memorial Library on the third Tuesday from 

6-7:30pm. The fi rst meeting will be Tuesday, January 15, 2008.

People who will listen and offer helpful advice

People who will not judge

A place to just listen to others

Connection with others who have similar expriences

A place to find out about resources and current information

Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
5000 E. Market Street
Warren, Ohio 44484

SUPPORTING FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER AN ADOPTION

An Invitation to All Foster and Adoptive Families

Portage County
Adoption Support Group

What I can
expect from
the group:

Group meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Reed Memorial Library in
Ravenna from 6-7:30 p.m. To register, phone Cynthia Wallis at 1-800-686-6627 x 147

Northeast Ohio
Adoption Services

Phone: 1-800-686-6627 x147
Fax: 330-856-5586
E-mail: cwallis@noas.com



As the holidays approach and families 
anticipate the time they may be spending with 
relatives and close friends, parents often think 
about the relationships between their children 
and these important people in their lives. For 
some families who live far apart and only see 
each other at holiday time, the chance to build 
connections makes this time especially important. 
For adoptive parents, the desire for their children 
(and their family) to be loved and accepted may be 
tinged with anxiety. Will their relatives and friends 
accept their children? What are the attitudes of 
their relatives and friends about adoption? Will 
the subject come up in some way? If so, do these 
people know how to even talk about adoption? Do 
they know positive adoption language? Will they 
unknowingly say something hurtful? Will they be 
sensitive to their children’s feelings? 
 Just as adoptive parents broadened their 
understanding of adoption (beyond the personal 
experiences they had prior to considering 
adoption), so too must extended family members 
learn a great deal. For example, many people still 
think of the adoption process of the past as being 
true today. They may be shocked at the idea that 
adoptive families and birth families may enjoy 
some kind of contact/relationship with each other. 
They may have no understanding why a family’s 
house is decorated with Chinese paintings just 
because the adopted child is from China. After all, 
isn’t she being raised to be an American? 
 Just as adoptive parents may have in the 

past, used the terms “real parents” or “put up for 
adoption” or “surrendered” or “hard to place”, 
hearing those same words from others, let alone 
their relatives/friends may shock them. Having 
been hurt by intrusive questions from strangers, 
adoptive parents may still be surprised to know 
that their own close circle may feel entitled to 
information about their child’s birth family and not 
understand the privacy of a child’s adoption story. 
 Adoptive parents have learned so much 

as they have strived to understand and meet 
their children’s needs. They have also learned 
(hopefully) so much about how a child might 
think and feel about his/her adoption at different 

Holidays with Extended “Family”: An Opportunity for 
Connection

By Ellen Singer, LCSW-C
The Center for Adoption Support and Education, Inc.

ages. Now, to foster the relationships between 
their children and their relatives/friends, adoptive 
parents can and must help to educate and normalize 
adoption to their extended network. This is not an 
easy task, as people often “don’t know what they 
don’t know.” After all, if your child’s grandmother’s 
best friend growing up was adopted, then she 
“understands”, no? Maybe, but a sample of one does 
not an expert make! 
 If a relative or friend is open to reading, give 

them books, articles, websites and other resources 
to increase their knowledge. Sometimes parents 
invite their relatives to join them in attending 
adoption-related holiday celebrations. Many 
adoptive parent support groups hold holiday get-
togethers. The important thing is to keep the lines 
of communication open, be patient and respectful. 
Anticipate and even role play the diffi cult questions 
that may come up or the troubling comments. If you 
get defensive or angry, the relative learns nothing 
about adoption except that you seem “overly 
sensitive and over reactive.” 
 A child’s sense of belonging to an extended 

family network provides important support as 
he grows up. For the child who joins her family 
through adoption, it is especially critical to feel that 
family members claim her as “one of theirs.” Those 
strong bonds also provide peace of mind that the 
next generation--children and grandchildren of the 
adopted family member-will continue to be “just part 
of the family!” 

Accurate Language Inaccurate Language
Birthparent Real parent, natural parent
My child adopted child, own child
Person/individual 
who was adopted

Adoptee

To parent To keep
Child who has spe-
cial needs

Handicapped child, hard to 
place

Was adopted Is adopted




